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ABSTRACT 
The national education system in Indonesia from elementary school to the university is based on 
the secular system that does not introduce students to the concept of God. The moral decadence 
among students is one of the effects of that system. Whereas in Islam, there is actually no 
dichotomy between public science and theology. This paper attempts to criticize the education 
system in Indonesia that use secular system. A brief history of secularism in science are also 
discussed. Integration between the Quran and science has proven the peak of world civilization, 
as indicated by the time of the Muawiyah and Abasiyah Empire in the 8th century. The scientific 
discoveries of that time was based on the truth of the Holy Qur'an. Furthermore, it is hoped 
from this paper that there is the discourse of change in the education system in Indonesia, from 
secular-based become Quran-based system. 
Keywords: secular-based, Quran-based, education system 
A. Introduction 
ational Education of Indonesia according to Ki Hajar Dewantoro, The Father of 
Indonesia Education, should be based on the three pillars: morality, intelligence, 
and health (Hidayatullah, 2010: 2). This means that the output of the Indonesian 
educational process must produce human intelligence. In addition to high moral and 
physical healthy. Over 60 years since Indonesia's independence, of course, has produced 
millions of people in Indonesia who have undergone a process of education from 
elementary school through college/university. With more and more people are educated, 
Indonesia should be brought changes towards the better. 
With so many cases of moral decadence that occur in Indonesia, this may support 
the thesis that education in Indonesia has experienced a failure. Physical violence that 
occurred in a fight among students, increased sexual and drug crime, are exactly serious 
problem facing this nation. BKKBN (National Family Planning Agency)in 2011 
reported on the results of a survey conducted in major cities, in junior-high school aged 
children provide data that are surprisingly:51% of children aged junior-high school in 
N 
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the city of Jakarta had sexual intercourse before marriage. Being the other cities of 
Surabaya respectively54%, Medan 52%, Malang 40%, and Bandung 47% 
(http://www.bkkbn.go.id/beritadaerah /Pages/Seks-Bebas-dan-Narkoba-Masalah-
Terbesar-Remaja.aspxTribunnews.com ,17 Desember 2011). Meanwhile, a report from 
another agency, KPA (the Commission on Child Protection), as much as 62% of junior 
high school students had sexual intercourse, and21.2% of abortion 
(http://gaulglobal.wordpress.com/ 2013/01/01/hasil-survei-komnas-pa-62-remaja-smp-
tidak-perawan). 
Fights between teenagers reported by KPAI (the Indonesian Child Protection 
Commission) in Jakarta and surrounding areas until the year 2012 recorded 139 cases, 
which causes more deaths of 17 children (http:// pathmeaningoflife. 
blogspot.com/2012/12/ kendalikan-pelajar-dari-tawuran dengan html  vivanews.com 28 
September 2012). Drug users in Indonesia, in 2011 alone reached 3.81million and in 
2012 are expected to increase to 5.8million, from which 70% of the mare under 18 years 
of age and young women (http://www.kemendagri.go.id/news/2011/08/10/pengguna-
narkoba-di-indonesia-381-jutan). 
It is a fact that they are the product of the process of education in formal schools 
in Indonesia. Teaching methods and materials, which is expressed in the curriculum, has 
been given to the students clearly separate the general sciences and religion. This 
separation of “God and Science” is the impact of materialism introduced in the West, 
later so called secularism. 
B. Criticism of Scientific Materialism 
The current world civilization is characterized by advances in science and 
technology. When viewed past history, the modern science and technology was being 
developed from the concept of scientific materialism proposed by Francis Bacon in the 
16th century AD (1561-1626). Materialism is a philosophical ideology assuming that 
the world does not exist except material only. The existence of nature according to the 
ideology of materialism existed by itself because of chaos and absence of the creator 
(God) (Maksum, 2012: 355-356). 
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In addition to including the method of experimentation, later called scientific 
method, Bacon also stressed that the aim of science itself is a form of practical utility in 
the life of the application of technology (Bagir and Abidin, 1989:11). Bacon in his book 
entitled "Novum Organum" trying to separate the role of God in the study of natural 
phenomena. This concept was the beginning of the formation of the mechanical 
philosophy that sees nature as a giant machine that moves by itself. The views of the 
church are often at contradictions with scientific fact,  for instance,  the Heliocentris 
proposed by Coppernicus, ultimately further strengthen the opinion of Bacon. 
Rene Descartes (1596-1650) enhanced the Bacon opinion by proposing the use of 
mathematics in the methods of science. Furthermore, the concept of scientific 
materialism Bacon received strong support after being found satisfactory answers 
mathematically by Isaac Newton (1642-1727) in his book "Philosophiae Naturalis 
Principia Mathematica".  Furthermore, the success of the concept of scientific 
materialism Bacon was not only in the field of natural science, but also spread to other 
sciences such as economics, biology, history and psychology (Purwanto, 2012: 133). 
Secularism in biology pioneered by Darwin. Darwin has tried to explain biological 
phenomena on the basis of mechanical causation where the presence of God is made 
void. Examples of secularism thoughts in other branches of sciences are the Social 
Sciences by Huxley and Spencer Harbart, in the field of Metaphysics by Hume, in the 
fields of Law, Moral and Political by Bentham, Mill and Hobbes, in Economics by 
Marshall. For the latter, Marshall stated: "in Economic Sciences, we are just dealing 
with the facts of economic rather than ethical considerations” (Anshari, et al.,1999: 5-6). 
Education in the Islamic world in general and Indonesia in particular, generally 
refers to the Western science. Reference books used at the levels of primary, secondary 
and higher education, largely or entirely be said to refer to the Western text books. 
Curriculum and education system imposed also oriented on the Western World, which 
is usually added to the subject matter of religious and moral education of minority 
inserted as part of the overall content of the curriculum. 
The concept of scientific materialism -that is more popular with the term of 
scientific method-proposed by Bacon, indirectly giving an injection flow of secularism 
in science. The concept of God's role is not taken into account for the sake of rational 
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scientific reason. Dogma is always echoed, that "matter cannot be created and cannot be 
destroyed". This dogma unconsciously undermine the six pillars of a Muslim (Iman). 
Matter cannot be created containing the implication that there is no initial creation in the 
universe, or in other words there is no contribution of the Creator, or denial of the 
existence of God while  matter cannot be destroyed implications that, there is no the 
Day of Judgment. The success of science and technology which grows rapidly, but the 
moral and environmental damage on the one hand, is essentially a real impact on 
science secularism promoted by Bacon in the 16th century AD. 
The secularization of science is the basis for the teaching and learning of science 
in Europe and America. In 1957 the university rectors in the USA held a meeting at 
Harvard University, where the outcome of the meeting was agreed to divide science into 
three disciplines, namely: Literary Sciences, Natural Sciences and Social Sciences 
(Husain and Ashraf, 1986: 3). The division aimed to set aside theology. The curriculum 
and the teaching of science, should be based on the three branches of science to not 
include the sciences of divinity in it. All students are required to take one of the three 
branches, and text books are made with reference to the curriculum. Furthermore, this 
will influence to Muslim students habits around the world, due to the subsequent 
development of secular textbooks are referred to and used not only in Europe and 
America, but is used in public schools in the Muslim world, including Indonesia. 
C. History Flashback: The Glory of Muslim Civilization  
Islamic civilization was once the center of the world. In Baghdad in the 8th 
century,  i.e.,  at the time of Abbasiyah Empire, Islamic coloredin aspects of social, 
political, cultural, and scientific development. Similarly of this situation was during the 
rule of the Umayyah Empire in Spain at the same century. Traces of the triumph of the 
Islamic heritage can be seen, such as the former Al Hambra Palace and the Church of 
Cordoba. Cordoba church formerly was a mosque, after the expulsion of Muslims by 
European Christians, the mosque was converted into a church function. Both of these 
buildings are the remains of Muslim Spain in the earth, which can be seen as evidence 
of authentic grandeur of Islamic civilization in the world. 
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The rapid progress of Islamic civilization is characterized by the rapid 
development of science as well. State authorities then provide enough space for the 
Muslims to conduct scientific activities. At the time of Caliph Harun Al Rashid, for 
example, in Baghdad was built the Dar Al Hikmah, which places the center of scientific 
activities and the country 's largest library in the world at that time. From the Dar Al 
Hikmah, researches and translation of books from ancient Greek, Persian, Indian and 
Roman to Arabic encouraged. While in Cordoba, Spain, reported there were 70 libraries 
containing more than 400,000 volumes (Fuadi, 2012: 3). 
The scientific tradition was fully supported by the state, from which born of 
Islamic thinkers and great scientists such as: Ibn Sina (medical expert), Al- Khwarizmi 
(mathematician), Al Haitam (optician), Al Biruni (physics and astronomy), Jabir Al 
Haiyan (chemist), Ibn Rush (philosopher), Al Kindi (philosopher), Ibn Khaldun (history 
and sociology), and many others. Some of their works still can be found in the museum 
with translations into various languages, such as IbnSinaAl Adawiyah Al Qalbi 
(Proceedings of Medicines for Heart Disease ), can be found in the Library of Jamia 
Millia, New Delhi India. Other works of Ibn Sina, AlQonun has been translated many 
times into the Greek, Latin, and English. The book was well-known in Europe under the 
name "Canon", and until the end of the 18th century, the book was still used as a 
standard book of medicine at reputable universities in Europe (Khan, 2012: 198). 
Scholarly contributions of Islamic scientists are no less important is math algebra 
and arithmetic written by Al Khawarizmi in his book Al Mukhtashor fi Al Jabrwa al 
Hisab Muqaballah (Summary Proceedings of Calculation Process Integration and 
Equation). Furthermore, the book was translated by Robert of Chester into Latin under 
the title Liber Aljebras et al-Mucabbala. His other works in the field of arithmetic is Al 
Jam’ wa al-Tafriq bi al-hisab al-Hindi, by Bon Compagni in the year 1157 AD was 
translated into Latin, and the book became a popular benchmark in Europe until the 
Middle Ages. In the book, Al Khawarizmi introduced the concept of "zero" to the 
Western World. Without the contribution of Al Khwarizmi in the fields of mathematics, 
algebra and arithmetic, may not Western scientists such as Copernicus, Keppler, 
Galileo, Newton even find discoveries in the fields of astronomy, physics and 
chemistry. 
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D. The Holy Quran: Inspiration of Scientific Activities 
Judging from past history merits Islamic scholars in the Middle Ages has been the 
basis of the development progress of the world in the following centuries. Without the 
contribution of Islamic scientists, it is not possible to forward reach Western European 
civilization as it is today. At that time there was no separation between science and God. 
The progress of civilization is achieved when it is not accompanied by moral decadence 
and environmental damage, such as we are witnessing today. 
The relationship between science and God was really reflected in their intellectual  
activities. For example, Al Biruniis  a Muslim scientist who is an expert in the fields of 
physics, mathematics, astronomy, geography, as well as expert in literature, fiction 
writers and scholars with erudition about 180 works. He was the greatest scientists of all 
time, including the acclaimed Western world as written by George Sarton in his book 
"Introduction to the History of Science". Al Biruni successfully measure the 
circumference of the earth and the density of some metals with incredible accuracy. The 
rules of the scientific method he took, but eventually returned to the revelation of the 
Qur'an as the ultimate authority. Furthermore, Al Biruni realize that there is no absolute 
answer in science is gained through reason, experience, experiment or dissertation. Al 
Biruniwas an example of exact science scientists, however, remains the spiritual aspects 
underlying measures work (Bagir and Abidin, 1989: 29-30). 
Another example of Muslim scientist was Al Haitam. He was an expert on optics 
and light. His monumental book contains the laws of light. The book is seen as an 
inspiration of Newton's theories. Al Haitam conducting scientific experiments in a 
laboratory he built, found the fact that light travels in a straight line. In the experiment 
with the light, as written in his book, he always reminded himself and his successor 
scientists that "God is the light of the heavens and the earth". He also realized that 
knowledge is limited and there may be an error, "only God Who knows 
everything"(Bagir and Abidin, 1989: 31). Islamic civilization, clearly, has managed to 
make prosperity for the people of humanity, justice and legal certainty in social life. 
In contrast to the concept of scientific materialism from Bacon which negate the 
influence of God, they did some works and experiments with truly based on faith in 
Allah and in an effort to get closer to Him. As the word of Allah: 
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Say: “Truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are 
(all) for God, the Cherisher of the world” (al-Qur’an 6: 162, translated by Ali, 
1975).  
 
While curiosity as a scientists are inspired by the following verses : 
Soon We will show them Our Sign in the (furthest) regions (of the earth), and in 
their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that this is the truth. Is it not 
enough that Thy Lord doth witness all things? (al-Qur’an 6: 162, translated by 
Ali, 1975). 
And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the ocean (were ink), when seven 
oceans behind it to add to its (supply), yet would not the words of God be 
exhausted (in the writing): for God is exalted in power, full of wisdom (al-
Qur’an 6: 162, translated by Ali, 1975). 
And that those on whom knowledge has been bestowed may learn that the 
(Quran) is the truth from thy Lord, and that they may believe therein, and their 
hearts may be made humbly (open) to it: for verily God is the guide of those 
who believe, to the straight way (al-Qur’an 6: 162, translated by Ali, 1975). 
And so amongst men and crawling creatures and cattle, are they of various 
colours. Those truly fear God, amongst His servants, who have knowledge: for 
God is exalted in might, oft-forgiving. (al-Qur’an 6: 162, translated by Ali, 
1975). 
The verses mentioned above which drive the Muslim scientists to build an 
amazing world civilization. In order to realize that civilization as past, we must start 
with education system. Textbooks are the most powerful tool because they guide 
teachers in teaching and students to learn at school or at home. The soul of Islam should 
stand in the textbooks in any subject and at any level of education. The relationship 
between God-Man-the Universe should manifest in all teaching and learning materials.  
E. Closing 
To the end of the work, the views expressed in this paper are not necessarily true. 
But at least there is a new discourse in the crisis solving particularly in the Muslim-
majority country like Indonesia. Finally, it is a hope from this paper  that education 
system must deliver students know God very well through natural and social 
phenomena, then love Him with devotion manifested themselves to Him and finally his 
activities is aimed to seek His ridlo. 
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